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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Introducing BAAG
 
The Bordon Area Action Group (BAAG) is a new organisation of residents from Bordon and the surrounding villages.  BAAG opposes the East Hampshire District Councils (EHDC’s) proposals for 5,500 new houses at Bordon, which would make it almost the population of Farnham.  We fear the negative environmental effects of their plans, whether or not an eco-town is named.  In particular, we foresee irreversible damage that this level of development would bring to the natural environment, especially to the important designated habitats that surround Bordon.   
 
We recognise the need to redevelop the existing built MoD areas of Bordon, if the MoD move out, but 5,500 new homes is far more than the MoD brownfield sites and local area can support.    
 
BAAG supports sensible redevelopment of the former MoD built areas for up to 2,000 homes, safeguarding our historic built and natural environments and resisting any development on existing Greenfield land.  All open space should remain as such.  We support zero carbon building standards for new development and, where possible across the whole town.  We want a more mixed community, not a ghetto of social housing, or a general dumping ground for EHDC problems.  
 
BAAG recognise that Bordon's lack of a good town centre is the legacy of past bad planning and under-resourcing.  We support the restoration of a true High Street for the existing town, in an accessible location.  This and other measures to reduce car use, stop more road building and attract more local jobs are encouraged.  BAAG are particularly concerned about the noise, pollution and congestion caused by increased traffic. 
 
BAAG will be working to ensure that the EHDC’s massive expansion proposals are dropped in favour of a realistic scheme that meets the true aspirations of those that will have to live with its legacy.
 
Anyone interested in joining our campaign to ensure that Bordon is re-developed in a sensible and sustainable way and which addresses local concerns, should act now. Come to our public forum at 7.30pm on Friday 17th April 2009 at the Forest Community Centre, Bordon.  Visit the BAAG web page www.baaga.co.uk and join us.  
  
Contact:        Liz Simes – lizsimes30@hotmail.com  Tel: 07976 845620
                        Steve Parsons – stephenparsons8591@hotmail.co.uk
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