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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ECO-PLAN “NEW TOWN” CRAMMING SHOCK
 
BAAG- Bordon Area Action Group have accused East Hampshire District Council on BBC.South TV of breaking their promise not to build on greenfield land.  The Council’s plans will mean building on playing fields, felling tens of thousands of trees and sterilising productive farmland.  The true impact is shocking- local people can see past the consultants’ spin and are expressing themselves.  People along routes proposed for “upgrading” to take traffic from a diverted A325 are horrified at the prospect, let alone the value of their homes.
 
A resident of Hogmoor road was outraged that her view would change from trees to blocks of flats. " I came here for the countryside, now its going to feel like a city," she said.  Jack Warshaw of BAAG confirmed that the density of homes will be at inner city levels. "trying to squeeze just as much housing onto a fraction of the land of the existing town has got to push up densities far beyond those of traditional rural towns,” he said. 


BAAG fears that the “New Town” will become a dumping ground for “bad neighbour” uses.  A Council representative approached by BAAG said he could not rule out an incinerator, prison, sewage plant or detention centre.  The Council’s line that 5,500 homes are needed to support more shops and facilities just isn’t true, they say.  

“There are countless examples of well balanced towns having excellent shops and facilities with populations the current size of Bordon or smaller. Good independent stores are unlikely to come because the Council has already allowed four supermarkets here.”  

“All this information and more is already on our website.  There has been so much spin from the Council and their consultants that it’s time we had some straight answers.  BAAG will be holding the first of a number of Public meetings to give local people a genuine voice.  We have challenged EHDC to an open debate with fair ground rules.  We also think it’s about time the press ran an on-line and paper poll on the key issue- do you want 5,500 more homes in Bordon?”  
 
The Public Meeting Meeting is being held at the Forrest Community Centre at 7.30pm on Friday 17th of April. Sadly,unlike the meetings run by the council B.A.A.G cant afford a Balloon Man and  will not be offering a financial incentive in return for your feedback.
 
“This new town project is like" the emperors new clothes. " The promoters will soon look quite naked!  We think there is an opportunity for some new development if the army leaves. We want to see a proper town centre now.  But the Council already admit that thousands of houses will come before new shops or facilities.
contact: 
Liz Simes – lizsimes30@hotmail.com
Steve Parsons – steveparsons8591@hotmail.co.uk
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