[image: image1.emf] 

 FOR SENSIBLE PLANNING  

PO BOX 180 BORDON GU35 5BP   baag@b aaga.co.uk       

BAAG    

BORDON AREA ACTION GROUP  


PRESS RELEASE 11 MAY 2009

BAAG volunteers are distributing their own questionnaire to thousands of Bordon residents as a counterblast to the Council’s version which BAAG condemns as having been designed to produce “positive” answers and avoid the fundamental issues highlighted at BAAG’s recent Public Meeting.  

The distribution was timed to coincide with EHDC’s closing date, but since this has now extended to the end of May, BAAG is matching it.
BAAG Chair Steve Parsons confirmed that they would be distributing more questionnaires in Headley because residents there seem to be less aware of the harm that the New Town proposals could cause. The questionnaire can also be completed on BAAG’s website, www.baaga.co.uk
“Even without the financial incentive and free postage offered by EHDC, BAAG’s questionnaires have already drawn a massive response,” said Parsons.  “The returns were many times higher than expected. We were particularly heartened because as well as returning the questionnaires, many people also took the opportunity to join BAAG. But we need to continue our efforts to overcome the Council’s vastly greater distribution resources.  We are also encouraging people to return the EHDC forms, with their own opinions written in the margins where necessary.”
One comment on the doorstep was typical of feelings towards the council. “They send us flashy leaflets full of spin and pretty pictures, but they don’t tell us about the congestion, road widening and years of planning blight caused by the overdevelopment and uncertainty of the plans.  The Council should be acting as servants of the local community, not pressing ahead with their own agenda irrespective of public opinion.”

BAAG will present the council with the results of their survey at the end of May, keeping any personal details confidential.  They are also challenging the government over the recently published South East Plan which has identified Whithill/Bordon Special Development Area for 5,500 houses only because the Council supported it, all without democratic accountability.  Candidates in local elections should come off the fence on these issues so that voters can cast their ballots accordingly!  
