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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EHDC’s MASTERPLAN CONSULTATION IS A SHAM
East Hampshire District Council has yet again shown its disdain for Bordon and Whitehill residents by limiting local consultation on the so-called masterplan to a matter of hours during two days’ display at two locations.  They are rushing to publish, adopt and impose the masterplan, promoting massive development, before the public realises what has hit them or has had a chance to object.  

The Council’s co-ordinating officer confirmed this week that the long awaited report on the previous consultation was not even finished. Yet they have gone ahead with the next stage, seemingly regardless of what even the specially invited non local “stakeholders” had to say.  Whether any more than a handful of local people have supported the scheme, despite years of EHDC propaganda leaflets, is still a mystery.     
Do the results confirm the growing opposition to the size of the proposed eco-town that BAAG’s expanding membership suggests? Is the Council attempting to bury the results in the flurry of publicity surrounding the new masterplan?  BAAG are requesting, under the Freedom of Information Act, that these are made available to us now, and at each of the forthcoming consultation events for the public to view.

Considering the scale of proposed, A 4-6 week period, plus various events designed to probe the plan’s content would normally be expected.  It looks to us that they both fear genuine involvement and are intent on able to claim that the “consultation” box has been ticked.
The Council even try to mislead us, as quoted in the Bordon Post on 21st October, that: “it will be the last chance for local people to have their say on the overall vision for the town.”  But the entire Core Strategy, including eco-town proposals has yet to be tested through formal publication for consultation, followed by the required Public Examination.  This means that the proposed eco-town is not a done deal and our townspeople who are all affected need to raise their voices now.  They should visit the displays, 6.30-9.0 pm at Bordon Junior School and 10.0am-4.0pm at the Forest Community Centre, and take the opportunity to strongly condemn this farce. 
Given the history of EHDC’s contrived questions in previous consultations, how can anything meaningful or justifiable emerge from the token consultation now proposed?  We are told that the masterplan for the eco-town must be evidence based.  But BAAG knows that the Council’s claims, based on the “evidence” of consultants paid to find in their favour, are seriously flawed.  
We have, on several occasions, challenged EHDC to a public debate.  We are still awaiting an answer and can only assume that they are so fearful as to have instructed their members and staff to evade further dialogue.    
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