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MUZZLED AGAIN – HEADLEY PARISH MEETING FIASCO
Headley parishoners who attended their Parish Council meeting on Monday left it more infuriated by the District Council’s feeble defence of their eco-town plan.  The first part of the meeting, devoted to Parish reports, took general questions from residents, mainly concerned with worsening road conditions and speeding traffic.  But the eco-town presentation brought forth angry exchanges at the lack of clear answers to residents’ questions.  

First, EHDC team leader Wendy Shillam patronised the audience with rose coloured depictions of how the Council’s massive development proposals will help save the planet.  Doubling the population would, she claimed, not increase overall water use at all.  Transforming Standford Grange Farm into an overspill dog walking park would not harm local food production or wildlife, she said, apparently relying on dogs always being on leads.  Transport officer Tim Wall followed with an explanation of work in progress, seemingly oblivious of the fact that few people could actually hear his message.  As far as anyone could tell, the message was essentially “…er, we’re working on it and somehow it will be all right in the end.” 

Lastly, Councillor Andrew Joy, portfolio holder for the eco-town project, contradicted the Council’s previous message last year that the “last chance” masterplan consultation was taking place.  Instead, he said, it was actually just another step in the process.  Avoiding the obvious fact that the amount of new development hadn’t changed at all, the plan was still evolving, he claimed, consultations would continue indefinitely and (echoing Ferris Cowper’s infamous quip) the plan would not be imposed if people rejected it.  But, despite BAAG’s Steve Parsons repeated pleas of “Why not now?” the promised referendum would be delayed until the MOD decided whether to leave Bordon, he said.   Perhaps the best example of the Council’s high-handed behaviour was Mr Joy’s response to Mr Andrew Luff’s criticism of the plan to develop Standford Grange Farm.  “The farm is owned by Hampshire County Council,” explained Mr Joy, clearly believing that this alone justifies an unsustainable scheme that no private land owner could expect to get away with. Finally, in concert with his ruling colleagues, Mr Joy again insulted his audience with the “big lie” position that the choice must be this plan or a piecemeal MOD sell off of land. 
BAAG questioners, unable to put a single question during the session, felt they had been deliberately sidelined.  Residents grew more frustrated when the Chairman ended the meeting with many more burning questions unanswered.  Responding to local feelings, the Parish Council has promised a further meeting.  BAAG meanwhile says that, having been invited by Whitehill Town Council to put its views later this month, it should be given equal time in an open meeting by Headley Parish Council.  
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